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such a noble soul whose withdrawal from this transitory world we,
the Indian community, mourn in common with his family and his
congregation. We tender our respectful sympathy to Mrs. Doke
and family.

Indian Opinion, 23-8-1913

116.   THE LATE REV. JOSEPH DOKE

This great and altruistic man has given up his earthly life.
The writer's pen shakes in his hand even in writing this sentence,
and various are the thoughts surging in his mind. As a human
being, Mr. Doke was full of nobility; as an Englishman, his con-
duct was such that, had all Englishmen been like him, there
would be no bitterness between them and the Indians. As a priest,
he was a man of faith in God and, although he was very zealous
in his religion, he never vilified other religions. Not only that,
but he did his best to understand the importance of other reli-
gions. However, it is for his excellent services to the Indian com-
munity of South Africa that it will for ever cherish the name of
Mr. Doke. In 1907, when preparations for the satyagraha cam-
paign were in full swing, Mr. Doke had recently come to the
Transvaal from New Zealand. He began taking a keen interest
in the Indian problem from the very day he arrived, and conti-
nued to help till he died. With the exception of one or two, no
other Englishman, and hardly any Indian, had such clear grasp
of our problem as Mr. Doke. He had gone through all the
documents and laws having a bearing on it and equipped himself
to meet anyone on the subject. He never concealed his sympathy
for the Indians. In his house, every Indian, whether rich or
poor, was given the same consideration. One of his many hopes
was to see a satisfactory solution to our problem, and for
achieving this he was ever ready for any sacrifice. Who will not
grieve over the loss of such a friend and well-wisher? We had
learnt to look upon Mr* Doke as our shield. That shield is now
gone. Our duty is clear. After the death of a friend, we must not
forget his kith and kin. We must show our sympathy for them.
But the most important duty is to live up to Mr. Doke's ideas
of us. Mr* Doke believed that we were true satyagrahisa that we
were ready to sacrifice our lives for the sake of our honour and our
religion, that we would not wish ill of anyone who might injure
us but, leaving justice in the hands of God, would love even those